THOUGHTS 


Upon the SCRIPTURAL 


FORM 


GOVERNMENT 


Curis T IAN Churches; 


And how far CHRISTIANS ought to be 
ſeparate from the World, and to hoid Com- 
munion together, notwithſtanding of their 
having different Sentiments and Practices 
about the external Order and Policy of 
CHURCH SOCIETIES. | 


In a Letter from one private Chriſtian, to another. 


— 


— 


1 Theſ. v. 2 1. Prove all Things : Hold faſt that which is good. 

Acts xvii. 11. Theſe were more noble than thoſe in Theſſalonica, 
in that they received the Word with all Readineſs of Mind, and 
ſearched the Scriptures daily, «whether thoſe Things <vere ſo 

Philip. iii. 15, 16. Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus 
minded: And if in any Thing ye be otheraviſe minded, God foall 
reveal even this unto you. Nevertheleſs, abhereto awe have al- 
ready attained, let us awalk by the ſame Rule, let us mind the 
ſame Thing. | 

Rom. xiv. 18. For he that in theſe Things ſerveth Chriſt, is accep- 
table to God, and approved of Men. 


— 
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N Friend DET. the Scriptural 
Form and Government of CHRI- 
STIAN Churches. 


SIR, 


IS our late Converſation happen- 
ed to turn upon the Subject 
of Church- Government, the 
l different Forms thereof, con- 
tended for by Chriſtians of dif- 
ferent Denominations among 
us, the Keenneſs of almoſt every Party for 
their own Way, and their Severity in cenſu- 
ring and excluding each other from Commu- 
nion in the moſt ſolemn Inſtitutions of the 
Goſpel: Theſe Things, I own, have, ſince 
that Time, occaſioned me frequent Thoughts 
of Heart, and obliged me to conſider that 


Matter more cloſely than ever I had done 


before, and that both as to the Form and 
A 2 Order 


1 
Order of Churches under the New Teſta- ſe 


meat, as they are there deſcribed; and b 
| how far Chriſtian Societies or Churches | 
may, and ought, to hold Communion to- fe 

gether, ( either ſtated or occaſional ) not- a 


| withſtanding of their having different Sen- V 
timents and Practices from one another, ind 
Matters relating to Government, when they 0 
d 
t. 
1 


are agreed as to the fundamental Doctrines 
of Chriſtianity, and pure Worſhip taught 
in the holy Scriptures. In order to this I 
| endeavoured, (I hope I may ſay in the Fear 0 
of the Lord) and with all the Attention T 17 
was capable of, to look into the unerring 1 
Rule and Standard of Truth, deſiring, thro' 
Grace, and with all Humility of Mind, to 
} underſtand and receive whatever is there re- 
| vealed and taught in that Matter. I read 
and conſidered alſo what has been advan- 
| ced, by ſeveral Authors of different Deno- 
minations, for the Support of their ſeveral 
Schemes, endeavouring, mean While, to com- 
pare What they have ſaid with my Bible; 
and, upon the whole, you have here the Re- 
| ſalt of my Thoughts upon that Head, in 
the following Introduction and four Propoſi- 
tions, which, when impartially weighed, and 
compared with the Scriptures adduc'd for the 
Proof of them, (which I have choſen to o 
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ſert at large) I hope they will be found to 
be the Words of Truth and Sobernefs. 
I know, by what paſſed in our late Con- 
ference, you'll object, That my Opinions 
are ſomewhat ſingular, and different from ſe- 
veral approven Presbyterian Writers, whoſe 
Names are of very great Repute in the Pro- 
teſtant Churches. But to convince you my 

| Notions are neither fo ſingular, nor fo con- 
trary to them, as you would at firſt imagine, 
I have ſubjoined a few Citations from ſome 
of the chief Writers in Behalf of Presbyte- 
ry, in its claſſical and national Form, where- 
in you'll ſee they admit the moſt Part, if 
not the whole of what I contend for; and 
that the moſt material Points in Debate, be- 
twixt them and thoſe of the Congregatio- 
nal Way, are as good as given up. I know 
indeed, that Mr. G//eſpie and Mr. Paget, by 
their Scheme, deſtroy the Power of the Con- 
gregational Presbytery, and the Privilege of 
the Brethren in conſenting to Church-Deeds, 


buy eſtabliſhing ſuperior Courts of Officers ex- 


© cluding all others; how conſiſtently they do 
fo, with their other Sentiments which TI 
have cited, I am not to account for, but 
leave you to judge what Streſs is to be laid 
upon their Opinion, by the Evidence they 
bring from Scripture, for either the one or 
the other, 
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INTRODUCTION. 
PD HEREAS it is the indiſpenſible 
Duty of all Chriſtians to ob- 
ſerve, as they have Opportuni- 
ty, whatſoever Jeſus Chriſt has 
commanded, and in Matters 


that concern his Inſtitutions, to admit no- 
thing which is not ſtamp'd with his Autho- 


' rity (a): The original Nature and Form of 


New Teſtament Churches being voluntary 
Aſſociation of Perſons having the Character 


of viſible Saints, for the due Obſervation of 
all the Ordinances of the Goſpel ; Chriſti- 


ans are hereby called to ſeparate themfelves 
from the World lying in Wickedneſs, in 
Spirit, Principle, Ends, Converſation and 
Worſhip, in peculiar Societies or Churches, 
( which he has appointed to be the Seat - 

: = Thele 


(a) Dent. 4. 2. Yeſhall 
not add to the Word which 
I command you, neither 
ſhall ye diminiſh ought 
from it, that ye may keep 
the Commandments of the 
Lord your God which I 


command you. Matth. 28. 
20. Teaching them to ob- 
ſerve all things whatſoever 
I have commanded you: 
And lo, I am with you al- 
way even unto the end of 


the world, 
() Marth. 
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theſeOrdinances (%)) and given them the Pro- 
miſe of his Bleſſing in ſo doing. From 
which it evidently appears to be, as neceſſa - 
rily incumbent upon, ſo the juſt Privilege 
of any ſuitable Number of Chriſtians, who 
either are not fixed in a particular Church- 
State, or when it is abſolutely neceſſary, in 
order to obtain greater Purity, than can be 
reached in Conjunction with the Churches 
of which they are Members, to erect them- 
ſelves into a Church-Society, in ſuch Man- 
ner as the Lord hath appointed in his Word: 
That they may be ſound faithful to the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, walk in Goſpel-Order 
as the Word of God directs, and the great 
Ends of Edification may be ſuitably reach- 


ed (c); 


I will receive you. Eph. 
5. II. And have no fel- 
lowſhip with the unfruit- 
ful works of darkneſs, but 


() Matth. 18. 20. For 
where two or three are 
gathered together in my 
n ime, there am I in the 


9 


e 


midſt of them. Amos 3. 
3. Can two walk togec- 
ther, except they be a- 
greed? 1 Pet. 2. 9. But 


Fe are a choſen generation, 


a royal prieſthood, an holy 
nation, a peculiar Ho 
Sc. 2 Cor. 6. 17. Where- 
fore come out from among 
| them, and be ze ſeparate, 
{ faith the Lord, and touch 
not the unclean thing, and 


able, and 


rather reprove them. Rom. 
12. 2. And be ye not con- 
formed to this world: But 
be ye transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, 
that ye =P prove what 
is that good, and accept- 
perfect will of 
God. Ch. 15. 7. Where- 


fore receive ye one another, 


as Chriſt alſo received us, to 


the glory of God. 2 * 
75 


1 Y 
ed (c); For to him that knoweth to do good, 
and doth it not, to him it is Sin. 


to which the following Propoſitions are hum- 


| bly offered to Conſideration. 
I. Trar, ſeeing the Old Teſtament Form 


of Church-Government, with that whole 


Diſpenſation is now aboliſhed, the Prieſt- 


hood being changed, and alſo the Law (a), 
and 


8. 5. And this they did, 
not as we hoped, but firſt 
gave their own ſelves to 


the Lord, and to us by 


the will of God. 


(c) Gal. 5. 1. Stand faſt. 


therefore in the liberty 
wherewith CHRIST hath 
made us free, and be not 
entangled again with the 
yoke of bondage. Jude 
ver. 3——and exhort you 
that ye ſhould earneſtly 
contend for the faith which 
was once delivered unto 
the ſaints. Amos 3. 3. 
Can two walk together, 
except they be agreed? 
Rev. 18. 4. And I heard 
another voice from heaven, 
ſaying, Come out of her, 


my people, that ye be not 


partakers of her fins, and 
that ye receive not of her 
_ plagues. 2 
(4) Fer. 31. 31, 32. Be- 
hold, the days come, faith 


the Lord, that I will make 
a new covenant with the 
houſe of Iſrael, and with 
the houle of Judah: Yer. 
32. Not according to the 
covenant that I made with 


their fathers in the day 


that I took them by the 
hand, to bring them out 
of the land of Egypt. 
Heb. 8. 6, 7, 8, 9. But 
now hath he obtained a 
more excellent miniſtry, 
by how much alſo he is 
the mediator of a better 
covenant, which was eſta- 
bliſned upon better pro- 
miſes. Ver. 7. For if that 
firſt covenant had been 
faultleſs, then ſhould no 
place have been found for 
the ſecond. v. 8. For find- 


ing fault with them, he 


laith, Behold, the days come 
(faith the Lord) when I 
will make a new covenant 
with the houſe of 1 
an 
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7 A . and that there is a complete Pattern of all 
the Parts of that Frame, now to be 


practi- 


ſed, contained in the New Teſtament (e), 
as the Number of Offices, vig. Paſtor s, 
Teachers, Ruling-Elders and Deacons (), 


the Qualities of Officers (g), and 


and with the houſe of 


Judah: v. 2. Not accord. 
ing to the covenant that J 
made with your fathers 1n 
the day when I took them 
by the hand to bring them 
out of the land of Egypt, 
Sc. Gal. 4. 9. But now after 
that ye have known God, 
——how turn ye again to 
the weak and beggarly e- 
lements, whereunto ye de- 
ſire again to be in bondage? 
Heb. 7. 19. For the hw 
made nothing perfect, but 
the bringing in of a bet- 
ter hope did cha. J. 11. 
For the prieſthood being 
changed, there is made of 
neceſſity a change allo of 
the law. 
(e) Heb. 3. 2. 6. Who 
Was faithful to him that 
appointed him, as alſo 


 * Moſes was faithful in all 
his houſe. v. 6. But Chriſt ' 


as a Son over his own houſe: 
whoſe houſe are we. 


) 1 Cor. 12. 28. And 
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God hath ſet ſome in the 7; 


their re- 
ſpective 
church, firſt apoſtles, ſe- 
condarily prophets, thirdly 
teachers, —helps govern- 
ments. Eph. 4.11. And 
he gave ſome, apoſtles : 
and ſome, prophets : and 
ſome, evangeliſts: and ſome, 
paſtors and teachers, &5c. 
1 Zim. 5. 17. Let the el- 
ders that rule well, he 
counted worthy of double 
honour, eſpecially they who 


labour in the word and do- 


ctrine. Philip. 1. 1. Paul 
and Timotheus the ſervants 
of Jeſus Chriſt, to all the 
faints in Chriſt Jeſus, which 
are at Philippi, with the 
biſhops and deacons : 

(s) 1 Tim.:3. 2, 3. 6... 
A Viſhop then muſt be 
blameleſs, the husband of 
one wife, vigilant, ſober, 
of good behaviour, given 
to hoſpitality, apt to teach; 

Not given to wine, 
no ſtriker, not greedy of 
filthy lucre, but patient, 
not a brawler, not covetous; 
it. I. 7, 8, 9. For a bi- 

B ſhop 
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ſpective Work and Power (5). Some Speci- 
mens of each eſſential Part of Government, 
as the Choice and Ordination of Officers (i), 


ſhop muſt be blameleſs, as 


the ſteward of God ; not 
ſelf willed, not ſoon angry, 
riot given to wine, no 
{triker, not given to filthy 


lucre; v. 8. But a lover of 
hoſpitality, a lover of good 


men, ſober, juſt, holy, tem- 
perate; v. 9. Holding faſt 
the faithful word, as he 
hath been taught, that he 
may be able by ſound doc- 
trine, both to exhort and 
ro convince the gainſayers. 
ch. 2.7, 8. In all things 
thewing thy ſelf a pattern 
of good works: In doc- 


trine ſhewing uncorrupt- 


nels, gravity, ſincerity, v. 
8. Sound ſpeech that can- 


not be condemned; that he 


that 1s of the contrary part, 


may be aſhamed, having 


no evil thing to ſay of you. 
1 Tim. 3. 8, 9, 10. Like- 
wiſe muſt the deacons be 
grave, not double-tongued, 
not given to much wine, 
not greedy of filthy lucre, 
v. 9. Holding the myſtery 
of, the faith in a pure con- 
ſcience. v. 10. And let theſe 


the Admiſſion and caſting out of Mem- 


bers (4), 


alſo firſt be proved ; then 
let them ule the office of a 
deacon, being found blame- 
lets. 

() Rom. 12. ), 8. Or 


miniſtry, let us wait on 


ou. miniſtring: Or he that 


teacheth, on teaching: v. 
8. Or he that exhorteth, 
on exhortation: he that 
ruleth, with diligence; he 
that ſheweth mercy, with 
cnearfulneſs. 2 Tim. 2. 
I5. Study to ſhew thy 
ſelf approved unto God, 
a workman that needeth 
not to be aſhamed, rightly 
dividing the word of truth, 
Tit. 2. 15. Theſe things 
{peak and exhort, and re- 
buke with all authority. 
Let no man deſpiſe thee. 
1 Tim. 4. 11, 12. Theſe 
things command and teach. 
D. 12. Let no man deſpite 
thy youth, but be thou an 
example of the bel evers, 
in word, in converſation, 
in cha ity, in ſpirit, in faith, 

in purity. 
(i) As 14. 23. And 
when they had ordained ' 
them 
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2 bers (Y, and receiving them in upon due 


Satisfaction (J, by particular Congregatio- 


them elders in every church, 
and had prayed with faſt- 


ing, they commended them 


to the Lord, on whom they 


believed. CH. 6. 5. And the 
| laying 


leaſed the whole 
multitude: And they choſe 
Stephen, a man full of faith 
— 


of the holy Ghoſt, Qc. 
(k) Acts 9.25, 27, 28. 


And when Saul was come 


to Jeruſalem, he aſſayed to 


join himſelt to the N ares 


ut they were all afraid 


of him, and believed not 
that he was a diſciple. 


v. 27, But Barnabas took 
him, and brought him to 
the apoſtles, and declared 


4 unto them how he had 
| ſeen the Lord in the way, 


and that he had f poken to 


him, and how he had 
preached boldly at Dama- 


© cus in the name of Jeſus. 
V. 28. And he was with 


them coming in, and going 


1 out at Jeruſalem. 
8. 5. And this they 


2 Cor. 
did, 
not as we hopcd, but firſt 
gave their own fel ßes to 
the Lord, and unto us by 
the will of God. Amos 


3. 3. Can two walk toge- 


nal 


ther, except they be a- 
oreed? 1 Gr: 5. „ 

the name of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, when ye are 
gathered together, and my 
{pirit, with the power of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, v. 
5. To deliver ſuch an one 
unto Satan for the deſtruc- 
tion of the fleſh, that the 
_ may be ſaved in the 

ay of the Lord Jeſus. 

Tit. 3. 10. A man that 
is an heretick, after the 
firſt and ſecond admo iti- 
on, reject, Heb. 12, 15 
——Leſt any root of bitter- 
neſs ſpringing up, trouble 
you, and thereby many be 
defiled. 

(4) -2 Cr... 8 
Sufficient to ſuch a man is 
thi; puniſhment, which 
was inflicted of many. 
D. 7. So that contrariwiſe, 

e ought rather to forgive 
E and comfort him, leſt 
perhaps ſuch a one ſhould 
be ſwallowed up with o- 
vermuch ſorrow. ver. 8. 
Wherefore I beſeech you, 
that ye would confirm your 
love towards him. Gal. G. 
1. Brethren, if a man be o- 
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nal Churches conſiſting of viſible Saints (); 
and alſo of an occaſional Meeting of Officers 


and other Church-Members, for conſidering 


vertaken in a fault, ye 
which are ſpiritual, reſtore 
ſuch an one in the ſpirit of 
meekneſs, & c. 

(n) Adds 2. 1, 46. And 
when the day of Pentecoſt 
was fully come, they were 
all with one accord in one 
place. ver. 46. And they 
continued daily with one 


accord in the temple, and, 


Sc. ch. 6. 2, 5. Then the 
twelve called the multitude 


of the diſciples unto them, 


Ec. v. 5. And the ſaying 
pleaſed the whole multi- 
tude, Cc. chap. 21. 22 
What is it therefore? the 
multitude muſt needs come 
together: for they will 
hear that thou art come. 
12, 22,23, 30. 
And when they were come 
to Jeruſalem, they were 
received of the church, and 
of the apoſtles and elders, 
c. v. 12. Then all the 
multitude kept filence, £57. 
v. 22. Then pleaſed it the 
apoſtles and elders, with 
the whole church, to ſend 


choſen men of their own 


company to Antioch. O. 23. 
And wrote letters by them 


to the brethren whic 


what 


after this manner, 'The a- 
poſtles, and elders, and 
brethren, ſend greeting un- 
are 
of the Gentiles in Anti- 
och, c. v. 30. So when 
they were diſmiſſed, they 
came to Antioch: And 
when they had gathered 
the multitude together,they 
delivered the epiſtle. Ch. 
5. 12—And they were all 


with one accord in Solo- 


mon's porch. Matth. 18. 
17. And if he ſhall ne- 
glect to hear them, tell it 
unto the church: but if he 
neglect to hear the church, 
let him be unto thee as an 
heathen man, and a publi- 
can. Galat. 1. 22. And 
was unknown by face unto 
the churches of Judea, 
which were in Chriſt. . Ch. 
I. 2, And all the brethren 
which are with me, unto 
the churches of Galatia. 
Acts 14. 27. And when 
they were come, and had 
gathered the church toge- 
ther, they rehearſed all 


that God had done with 


them. 1 Corinth. 11. 20. 


When ye come together 
there- 
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hat concerned the Churches in general (): 
Therefore the whole of it is to be learned, 


from what is taught and exemplified by Je- 


ſas Chriſt and his Apoſtles, in the New Te- 

ſtament, and not from the Law of Nature, 
Forms of Civil Government, or Analogy 
of the Conſtitution of the Old Teſtament 


Church (9). | 


II. Tur, as the New Teſtament Chur- 
ches were not framed or compoſed of one 


Family, or the natural Deſcendents of 


therefore into one place, 


| ſupper. 
therefore the whole church 
be come together into one 


this 1s nat to eat the Lord's 
chap. 14. 23. It 


place. Rom. 1. J. To all 


that be in Rome, beloved 
of God, called to be ſaints. 
I Cor. 1. 2. Unto the church 
of God which is at Co- 


rinth, to them that are 


ſanctified in Chriſt Jeſus, 


called to be ſaints. Acts 


2. 47. And the Lord ad- 


e ot — 


ded to the church daily 
© ſuch as ſhould be ſaved. 


(u) Acts 15. 2, 4, 22, 


23. When therefore Paul 
and Barnabas had no ſmall 
diſſention and diſputation 
with them, they determi- 
ned that Paul and Barna- 
bas, and certain other of 


it, 
as 


them, ſhould go up to Je- 
ruſalem unto the apoſtles 
and elders about this que- 
ſtion. der. 4. And when 
they were come to Jeru- 
ſalem, they were received 
of the church, and of the 
apoſtles and elders, v. 22. 

hen pleaſed it the a- 
poſtles, and Elders, with 
the whole church, to ſend 
choſen men of their own 
company to Antioch. v.23, 
And wrote letters by them 
after this manner, 'The a- 
poſt les, and elders, and bre- 
thren, ſend greeting unto 
the brethren which are of 
the Gentiles in Antioch. 

(o) John 18. 36. Jeſus 
anſwered, My kingdom is 
not of this world, Sc. 


Mark 10. 42, 43. But Je- 


1us 


( T4 7 

as was the Old of Abraham's; nor of the 
whole Perſons reſiding within any particular 
Bounds or Juriſdiction; as it might have 
been, if Infinite Wiſdom had ſeen it meet; 
but was inſtituted in the Manner before ſet 
1 forth, and practiſed by any two or three, 
by. or more, voluntarily aſſociated together in 
it the Name of Chriſt (p), and conforming 
4 themſelves to his Appointment in all his 
4 Ordinances, in Doctrine, Government and 
Worſhip (); therefore all Chriſtians have 
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ſus called them to him, 
and ſaith unto them, Ye 
know that they which are 
accounted to rule over the 
Gentiles, exerciſe lordſhip 
over them; and their great 
ones exerciſe authority up- 
on them ver. 43. But o 
ſhall it not be among you, 
Sc. 

(p) Acts 10. 34, 35. 
Then Peter opened his 
mouth, and ſaid, Of a 
truth I perceive that God 
is no reſpecter of perſons : 
2. 35. But in every nation, 
he that frareth him, and 
xorketh righteouſneſs, is 
accepted with him. Epi. 
2.14, 15. For he 1s our 
peace, who hath made both 
one, and hath broken down 
the middle wall of parti- 


tion between us; v. 15. 
Having aboliſhed in his 
fleſh the enmity, even the 
law of ee 
tained in ordinances, for to 
make in himſelf, of twain, 
one new man, ſo making 
peace. Acts 2. 39. Fot 
the promiſe is unto you, 


and to your children, and 


to all that are afar off, even 
as many as the Lord our 
God ſhall call. ch. 9. 31. 


Then had the churches reſt A 


throughout all Judea and 
Galilee, and Samaria, and 
were edified, and walktog 
in the fear of the Lord, a d 
in the comfort of the holy 
Ghoſt, were multiplicd. 

(J) Alat. 28. 20, Teach- 


ing them to obſerve all 


things whatioever 1 bave 


COrn- 


| S 3 & = „ „ 


- 


to have it ſo. 


a Liberty to join themſelves to any Church» 
Society who enjoy all the Officers and Or- 
Ainances of Chriſt's Inſtitution, or in order 


III. Tg Ar theſe Perſons, ſo aſſociated, 


ave Power to chuſe their own Officers, as 


Paſtors, Teachers, Ruling 


Elders and Dea» 


cons (7): And if without a Presbytery or 


Elderſhip amongſt themſelves, to have them 


eommanded yon : And lo, 


I am with you alway even 


unto the end of the world. 
(7) Ads 1. 21—26, 
Wherefore of theſe men 
which havecompanted with 
us, all the time that the 
Lord Jeſus went in and 
out among us, v. 22. Be- 
E from the baptiſm 
of John, unto that fame 
day that he was taken up 
from us, muſt one be or- 
idained to be a witneſs with 
us of his Reſurrection. v. 
23. And they appointed 


two, Joſeph called Barſa- 


bas, who was firnamed 
3 and Matthias. v. 
24. And they prayed, and 
Maid, Thou Lord, which 
knoweſt the hearts of all 
men, ſhew whether of theſe 
* two thou haſt choſen, vey. 
+ 25. That he may take part 


\ of this miniſtry and apoltle- 


let 


ſhip, from which Judas by 
— a hs tell, that he 
might go to his own place. 
9.26. And they gave forth 
their lots; and the lot fell 
upon Matthias, and he was 
numbred with the eleven 
apoſtles. Ch. 6. 3.—5. 
Wherefore, brethren, look 
ye out among you ſeven 
men of honeſt report, full 


of the holy Ghoſt and wil- 


dom, whom we may ap- 
point over this buſineſs. v. 


5. And the ſaying pleaſed 


the whole multitude: And 


they choſe Stephen, a man 
full of faith and of the 


holy Ghoſt, and Philip, 


Sc. Chap. 14. 23. And 
when they had ordained 
them elders in every church, 
and had prayed with fa- 
ſting, they commended 
them to the Lord, un whom 
they believed. 


(/) Tit 
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ſet apart, and ordain'd to their refpective 
Offices, by Paſtors or Elders from other 


Churches, in Preſence, and with Conſent of 
that Church in which they are to officiate, 


when ſich Paſtors or Elders can be obtain d, 


and without them when they cannot ; ſeeing 
the Keys, or Power of Government, is 
given to the Church as a Body, whereof e- 
very Member is to act their proper Part, 
in electing, trying, and ſetting apart their 


Officers; and in want of any, even the chief 


Members, the Body muſt a&, for Preſerya- 
tion and Edification of itſelf, in Dependance 


on the Bleſſing and Spirit of the Head (/). 


And in the Matter of Election, altho* Wo- 


men are, by the New Teſtament, expreſſy 


Pro- 


called them. v. 3. And 


( Tit. 1. 5. For this 
when they 


caule left I thee in Crete, 
that thou ſhouldſt ſet in 


had faſted and 
prayed, and laid their hands 


order the things that are 


wanting, and ordain elders 


in every city, as I had ap- 
pointed thee. Acts 13. 1, 
2, 3. Now there were in 
the church that was at 
Antioch, certain prophets 
and teachers; ——v. 2, As 
they miviſtred to the Lord, 
and faſted, the holy Ghoſt 
ſaid, Separate me Bar- 
nabas and Sau), for the 
work whereunto I have 


on them, they ſent them 
away. Matth. 18. 19, 20. 
Again I ſay unto you, that 


if two of you ſhall agree 


on earth, as touching any 
thing that they ſhall ask, 
it ſhall be done for them 
of my father which is in 
heaven. v. 20. For where 


two or three are gathered 


together in my name, there ; 


ax 
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am I in the midſt of them. , 


(7) 1 Te. 
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E 
prohibited from ſpeaking in the Church, as 


; in 1 Cor. xiv. 34, 35. and 1 Tim. ii. 11, 12. 
which plainly includes Acts of Teaching and 
Government; yet ſeeing the Power of elect- 
ing Officers in a particular viſible Church, 
is veſted in the whole Multitude of its Mem- 
bers, in full Communion, and capable to 


act, of which Women frequently make a 
conſiderable Part, and as they have equal 
Intereſt in the Gifts, and Uſefulneſs of Of- 
ficers, and frequently equal Judgment to 
diſcern their Qualifications, it appears to be 


the juſt Privilege of Women, who are 


Members of Churches, to give their Suffrage 


in the Election of all their Officers, in as 


much as they are a Part of the Charge com- 


mitted to them; and without this, the par- 
ticular Relation conſtitute betwixt them 


cannot have Place. Which yet may be 


done, without diſobeying the Divine Com- 


, mand in the forecited Texts, which enjoins 


them Silence; for that the primitive Me- 
thod of Election was by holding up the 


Hand; as ſignifying their Conſent and Ap- 


probation of the Perſons propoſed by the 


| Elders and Brethren; and upon their mutual 
Agreement, to walk together in Church 
Fellowſhip and Order, in the Obſervation 


of all the Ordinances of Jeſus Chriſt, in- 


; 
cumbent on them in their reſpectiye Stati- 


1 
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ons, they become an organized Body of 


Rulers, and ſuch as ſubmit themſelves in 
the Lord (7), having Power, by their own 
Presbytery or Elderſhip, with the Concur- 
rence and Conſent of the Brotherhood, to go- 
vern themſelves according to the Laws of 


Chrift (u). For which End, in Matters 


of Nifcipline reſpecting private Offences, the 
Rute, Matth. xviii. ought heedfully to be 
obſerved, in firſt telling the Perſon his 
Fault alone, and if he will not hear, taking 
one or two more, but if he neglects to hear 
them, it is to be told unto the Church by 
the Party offended, thoſe who have dealt 

| with 


2 
7 


1 5 It: * * 22 ——— n 


ü (2) 1 Te ff 5. 12. And 


we beſeech you, brethren, 
to know them which la- 
bour among you, and are 
over you in the Lord, Oc. 
Heb. 13. 8 them 


that have the rule over 


you, and ſubmit yourſel ves, 


Sc. 1 Cor. 16. 16. That 
ye ſubmit yourſelves unto 
ſuch, and to every one 
that helpeth with us and 
laboureth. Acts 20. 28. 
Take heed therefore unto 
yourſelves, and to all the 
flock, over the which the 
holy Ghoſt hath made you 
overfeers. 


(u) 1 T im. 4. 14. Negle& 
not the gift that is in thee, 
which was given thee by 


prophecy, with the laying | 


on of the hands of the preſ- 
bytery. 1 Cor. 12. 28. God 


hath ſet ſome 1n the church, 


helps, governments, Sc. 


1 Tim. 5. 17. Let the el- 
ders, that rule well, be 
counted worthy of double 
honour, eſpecially they who 
labour in the word and 
doctrine. 2 Cor. 2. 6. Suf- 
ficient to ſuch a man is 
this puniſhment, which 
was inflicted of many, &c. 
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C9) 
with the Offender, or the Elders, at the 


Deſire of the one or other. When the 


Matter is laid before the Church they may 
procced to a publick Trial; or the Elders, 
preyious thereto, may prepare it. After the 
Elders have conſidered the Affair apart, or 
in Preſence of the Church, they ought to 


give their Judgment in the Caſe, and to 


propoſe the Reaſons of it before the whole 


| Church; and then the Brethren are to be 


deſired to ſpeak their Minds. If they, or 
the ſgreater Part of them, agree in the Judg- 


ment of the Elders, the Matter ſhould be 


brought to an Iſſue, by the formal Deed of 
the Presbytery, as Rulers in that Church, 


3 with the Concurrence and Conſent of the 
| Brethren. But if any apparent Confuſion 


or Diſorder is likely to ariſe, or the Bre- 


© thren do not concur with the Determination 
of the Elders; then the whole Affair ſhould 


be delayed, and new Diets of Meeting ap- 
pointed by the Elders, till ſuch Time as 


they can come to an amicable Agreement of 


the Matter. But if any Church Member 


- ſhall fin unto publick Scandal, or ſtand 


+ chargeable therewith, the Elders ought, in 


the firſt Inſtance, to enquire into it, and 
bring it before the Church ; and if the Per- 


; {on be _— guilty, Cenſure ſhould be in- 


C 2 flicted 


1 
flicted in the foreſaid Manner, according to 
1 Tim. 5. 20. Them that ſin rebuke before 
all, that others alſo may fear. 

IN like Manner, it ſeems to be the Ap- 
pointment of the Lord Jeſus, That Mem- 
bers be received into Church-fellowſhip, u- 
pon ſuch perſonal Knowledge, Certificates, 
Atteſtations of Elders or Members, or Con- 
verſation with them, as ſhall ſatisfy the 
whole Church, or Generality of it, that they 
are, or ſeem to be ſerious Chriſtians; (at 
leaſt, that the contrary do not appear) and 
free of Scandal. And, upon being received, 
ſhould 
with that Church, walking in Communion 
with them in all the Ordinances and Com- 
mandments of the Lord blameleſs (x). And 
there ſcems to be no Evidence from Scrip- 
ture that they haye been, or ought to be 


_ ovyer=- 


and how he had preached 


(x) Acts. 9. 26, 27, 28. 
boldly at Damaſcus in the 


And when Saul was come 


promiſe, thro' Grace, to continue 


to Jeruſalem, he aſſayed 
to join himſelf to the diſ- 
ciples: but they were all 
affald of him, and believed 
not that he was a diſciple. 
7. 27. But Barnabas took 
him, and brought h'm to 
the apoſtlc:, and declared 
unto them how he had ſeen 
the Lord in the way, and 
that he had ſpoken to him, 


name of Jeſus. v. 28. And 
he was with them com— 
ing in, and going out at 
Jeruſalem. Chap. 11. 23. 
Who when he came, and 
had ſeen the grace of God, 
was glad, and exhorted 
them all, that with pur- 
poſe of heart they would 
cleave unto the Lord. 


(3) Aci. 


Wo. a6 
ff over-rul'd by any ſuperior Court of Dele- 
_ gates from different Churches in receiving 
or caſting out their Members, chuſing, or 
ſetting apart their own Officers, or in any 
other Matter that ſpecially concerns them as 
a a particular Church of Chriſt. 
IV. To prevent Scandal and Diviſion, 
and for mutual Aſſiſtance in difficult Caſes, 
there ought to be a Correſpondence or vo- 
luntary Conſociation of Churches, extended 
as far as Providence gives Acceſs, to have 
Meetings or Synods of their Elders, and o- 
ther Meſſengers elected by their reſpective 
Churches, as Occaſion ſhall require, to ex- 
plain and declare the Laws of Chriſt, in 
Things that concern his Churches in gene- 


ral (y). And ſuch Eplications and Decla- 


rations 
: (3) Acts 15. 2, 4, 6, 


| that God had done with 
22, 23, 28, 29. When them. v.6.Andthe apoſtles 


therefore Paul and Barna- 
bas had no ſmall diſſenſi- 
on and diſputation with 
them, they determined that 
Paul and Barnabas,and cer- 
tain other of them, ſhould 
£0 up to Jeruſalem, unto the 
apoſtles and elders about 
this queſtion. ver. 4. And 
when they were come to Je- 
ruſalem, they were receiv- 
ed of the church, and of 
the apoſtles and elders,and 
they declared all things 


and elders came together 


to conſider of this matter. 


D. 22. Then pleaſed it the 

apoſtles and elders, with 
g e whole church, to ſend 
choſen men of their own 
company to Antioch, with 
Paul and Barnabas; name- 
ly, Judas ſirnamed Barſa- 
bas, and Silas, chief men 
among the brethren: ver. 
23. And wrote letters by 
them after this manner, 


The apoſtles, and elders, 
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rations ought to be received with Reverence, 
by all the Churches in the Conſociation; and 
ſuitably regarded as Declarations of the 
Mind of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in the Caſes * 
under Conſideration, in as far as they are 
founded upon, or natively derived from the 


Word of God (z); which ſuppoſes them i 


intruſted with a Power, not of making Laws 
to bind the Conſciences of Chriſtians, but 
merely to explain and apply thoſe already 


eſtabliſhed by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the u 


alone and ſupreme Head, and Lawgi ver of 
his Church. A compleat Syſtem of which 
Laws is contain'd in the Scriptures, and can- 
not be added unto, or diminiſhed by any 

0 human 
and brethren, ſend greet- cities, they delivered them 4 
ing unto the brethren which the decrees for to keep, that 


are of the Gentiles in An- were ordained of the a- 


tioch, and Syria, and Cili- poſtles and elders which 
cia. ver. 28. For it ſeem- were at Jeruſalem. v. 5. 
ed good to the holy Ghoſt, And ſo were the churches : ; 
and to us, to lay upon you eſtabliſhed in the faith, and 
no greater burden than encreafed in number daily. 
thele neceſſary things; ver. Ch. 15. 30, 31. So when 
29. That ye abſtain from they were diſmiſſed, they 
meats offered to idols, and came to Antioch: And 
from blood, and fromthings when they had gathered the 
ſtrangled, and from forni- multitude together, they de. 
cation; from which if ye livered the epiſtle. v. 31. 
keep yourſelves, ye ſhall Which when they had read, 
do well. Fare ye well. they rejoiced for the conſo+ 7 

(Zz) Acts 16. 4, 5. And lation. [ Margine, exhor- 
as they went through the tation. 


| E 
human Authority. Alſo their Advice, in 
7 what concerns the proper Buſineſs of the 
particular Churches, ought to be very much 
reſpected. And if any particular Church 
manage their Affairs ſo, as to be ſcandalous 
and juſtly offenſive to the other Churches 
in the Conſociation, by neglecting to cen- 
ſiure groſly heretical or immoral Members 
of their Body, or tyrannically cenſuring 
ſuch as are orthodox and tender, or other 


unſcriptural Practices, after refuſing Ad- 
monition and Warning, they may be de- 
clared excluded from the Conſociation; but 


cannot be unchurched but by him whoſe 

Province it is to remove the Candleſtick out 
of its Place, nor their proper Work taken 
out of their Hand (a). 
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; (a) 2 Theſ. 3. 6. Now have a few things a ainſt 


we command you,brethren, thee, becauſe thou ſuffereſt 
in the name of our Lord that woman Jezabel, which 
1 * Jeſus Chriſt, that ye with- calleth herſelf a propheteſs, 
draw yourſelves from eve- to teach and to ſeduce my 
: 


"'- 


b 


j ry brother that walketh 
2 diforderly, and not after 
the tradition which he re- 


* ry 
» 


ceived of us. Rom. 16. 
17. Now I'beleech you, bre- 


thren, mark them which 


4 cauſe diviſions and offen- 
ces, contrary to the doc- 


trine which ye have learn- 


[36 
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ed; and avoid them. Rev. 


2. 20, Notwithſtanding I 


ſervants to commit fornica- 
tion, and to eat things ſa- 
crificed unto 1dols. Chap. 
2. 5. Remember therefore 
from whence thou art fal- 
len, and repent, and do the 
firſt works; or elſe I will 
come unto thee quickly,and 
will remove thy candleftick 


out of his place, except thou 


repent. 
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Is a Church framed together, in the fore- 
ſaid Manner, confeſſing the doctrinal Truths 
contain d in the holy Scriptures of the Old 
and New Teſtament, and practiſing the 
pure Wordſhip preſerib d and exemplificd | 
by Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles, be not a 


true Church, (altho' it admits of other |! 


Churches in the Nation or City where it 
is) I believe it will be hard to figure out 
one. j 
THe above Propoſitions you'll eaſily 15 4 
are very much of the ſame Nature with the 
Platform of the Churches of New-Eneland, * 
tho I can aſſure you, they were not taken from ; 
it, nor from any Thing elſe, but the Word 
of God (according to the View I have of | 
it). And tho' Icannot ſay, that I approve of - 

every Thing in that Platform; yet if human 
Authority was to have any Weight i in theſc 
Caſes, I think it might plead for as much 
Reſpe& as any Compoſition of that Kind 
the World hath yet ſeen: As containing the 
ſober deliberate Sentiments of a Set of Men, 
who for Learning, Gravity, Holineſs, and 
other miniſterial Abilities, have ſcarce been 


exceeded by any ſince the Apoſtles Days. 


Men, who by the Tyranny of Perſecution, } « 


under the Reigns of Queen Eligabeth, King 
James and King Charles I. were driven 


from their native Country, into the * | 
olf 


Tt 7 J 


of America, that fo they might have Liher- 


ty to ſerve the Lord, in all holy Inftitu- 


tions, according to the Rule of his Word ; 

and to follow the Light of their Conſciences, 
7 without being harraſs'd by Acts of Uniſor- 
mity, preſſing Obedience in Things from 
|? which the Lord Jeſus has ſet his Diſciples at 
|} Liberty: And where they were not ſo 
much mixed with ſelf-deſigning Men, who 
had their own ambitions Views, in Conne- 
2 Rion with the Intereſts of Civil Government, 


to ſerve, as it always was in all National-con- 
ſtitutions that ever J either read or heard of. 


J might cite at large, upon this Head, 


Paſſages from the Writings of ſeveral of 
: theſe holy and great Men, whoſe Praiſe in 
the Goſpel is long ſince throughout all the 
Churches of Chriſt; at this Time I ſhall 
only mention the Sentiments of two of 
them, (who were eminent and uſeful Mini- 
ſters of Chriſt in thefe Churches) which 


- 2 deſerye particular Regard, and I leave them 


with you for that Purpoſe. The firſt is 
from the renown'd Mr. John Elliot, as you 
have it in Cotton Mather's Hiſtory, Book 3. 


. f P. 188. © He look'd upon the congrega- 


tional Way, as a Largeſs of Divine Boun- 
1< ty, beſtowed by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
3< on his People, that followed him into the 
Wilderness, with a peculiar Leal for 
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Communion with him in his pure Wor- 
ſhip. He perceived in it a ſweet tem- 
perament between rigid Presbyterianiſm, 
and levelling Browniſm ; ſo that on the 
one Side, the Liberties of the People are 


not oppreſſed nor overlaid ; on the other | 
Side, the Authority of the Elders is not | 


rendred inſignificant, but a due Ballance 
is therein kept upon them both.” 

THe other is from Mr. Ur:an Oakes, in 
Sermon which he deliver'd upon a very 


look upon the Diſcovery and Settlement 
* of the congregational Way, as the Boon, 


* 
x. D , # a 
2 = , rs 


the Gratuity, the Largeſs of Divine | 


Bounty, which the Lord graciouſly be- 
ſtowed upon his People that followed 
him into this Wilderneſs; and a great 


Part of the Bleſſing on the Head of j 


Joſeph, and of them "who were ſeparate 
from their Brethren. "Theſe good People 
that came over, ſhewed more Love, Zeal _ 


and affectionate Deſire of Communion 
with God in pure Worſhip and Ordinan- 


: 


ces, and did more, in order to it, than 
others, and the Lord did more for them 


j 


2 
1 


than for any People in the World, in 1 
ſhewing them the Pattern of his Houſe, ' 
and the true ſcriptural Way of Church- 
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Government and Adminiſtrations. I do j 
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3 
not think they were at a Ne plus ultra, 
and that nothing was left unto the Diſco- 
very of After-times, but the beginning 
Work was ſubſtantially done by them; it 


will be our Wiſdom, Intereſt and Duty, 
to follow them as they followed the Guid- 


ance of the Spirit of Chriſt. God was 
certainly, in a more than ordinary Way of 
Favour, preſent with his Servants, in lay- 
ing our Foundations, and in ſettling the 


Way of Church-order, according to the 


Will and Appointment of Chriſt. Con- 
ſider what will be the ſad Iſſue of revolt- 
ing from it to one Extreme or another, 
whether it be to Presbyterianiſm or 
Brewniſm ; as for the Presbyterians, it 
muſt be acknowledged, that there are a- 
mong them as pious, learned, ſober and 
orthodox Men as the World affords ; and 
that there is as much of the Power of 
Godlineſs among that Party, and of the 
Spirit of the good old Puritans, as a> 
mong any People in the World. And 
for their Way of Church-Government, it 
muſt be conſeſſed, that in the Day of it, 
it was a very conſiderable Step to Reſor- 
mation. The Reformation in K. Edward's 
Days was then a bleſſed Work; and the 
Reformation of Geneva and Scotland was 


then a larger Step, and in many Reſpects 
2 purer 


1 
ce purer than the other. And for my Part, 11 
_ © fully believe that the Congregational Way t 
“far exceeds both, and is the higheſt Step i 
has been taken towards Reformation, and, | n 
for the Subſtance of it, is the very fame 1 
„ Way that was eſtabliſhed and practiſed t 
in the primitive Times, according to the | n 
« Inftitution of Jeſus Chriſt. There is a | h 
« ſweet Temperament in the Congregatio- | 1 
* nal Way; that the Liberties of the People e 
* may not be overlaid and oppreſſed, as in | v 
& the claſſical Way, nor the Rule and Au- | tl 
e thority of the Elders rendred an inſigni- al 
« ficant Thing, and trampled under Foot, | b 
« as in the Way of the Browniſts, &c. | n 
Cott. Math. Hiſt, Book 4. P. 16 5, and. h. 
188. compared. g 

Bur, after all, I would not have you | (i 
think, that I narrowed the Point ſo, as to | pe 
make Agreement with me in theſe Things | al 
a Term of Chriſtian Fellowſhip, by refuſing | fo 
to hold Communion with any other Chri- {ſu 
ſtians, but thoſe who are preciſely of my | 11 
own Sentiments and Denomination; Im a- | nc: 
fraid that Practice hath been carried too far, | te 
by ſeveral Parties contending for different te 
Methods of Reformation amongſt us: On vi 
the contrary, 1 ſincerely own 'tis my Opini- le 
on, That Union in Affection among real nc 
Chriſtians, and an cyidencing this by their pc 
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F 
holding Fellowſhip together, as Opportuni- 
ty offers, at leaſt as far as they are agreed, 
in all the Inſtitutions of Jeſus Chriſt, is of 
more Conſequence to the Intereſts of real Re- 
ligion, and tends more to the Glory of God, 
than the moſt exact Uniformity in Exer 
nals, about which I find holy and good Men 
have differed in all Ages: So that, at the 
ſame Time I plead for the above-mention- 
ed Form of Government and Order, as 
what I think moſt natively founded upon 
the Word of God, yet I would not judge 
any of my Brethren, who might be Mem- 
bers of the ſame Church with me, but for 
my own Part, would freely allow them to 
Hold Communion occaſionally as Providence 
gave them Acceſs, and they had Freedom 
(in any of the Ordinances of Jeſus Chriſt, 
| perform'd according to his Inſtitution) with 
all who hold the Head, and are not under 
ſome Scandal, for which they ſhould be cen- 
| fared by any well governed Church; and in 
like Manner could freely admit to occaſio- 
nal Communion with me, any ſerious and 
tender Chriſtian, (aufficiently known or at- 
teſted to be ſuch) who might deſire it, pro- 
| viding always it be done with the Know- 

4 edge and Conſent of the Church: For I ſee. 
no Right that Chnrch-Officers have to im- 
Page any on the Communion of the Church 
| to which they belong, without it. 


UroN 


(- 3© 3 


Uro the whole, as I can freely lay, 


it is not the Intereſt of any Party, but a 
Search after Truth that I have in View, 
in thus ſending you my Thoughts, and at 
the ſame Time venturing them abroad in the 
World; fo I freely declare, that, if you or 


any Aber {ſhall convince me from Scripture | 
and Reaſon, of any Error in the above In- 
troduction and Propoſitions, or that IJ have] 
omitted any Part of the inſtituted Order of 
the Churches of Chriſt, it ſhall be as wel- 
come to me as the fulleſt Approbation; for Þ 


J aim at nothing but to learn, to underſtand, 


and follow the Truth: And therefore I | 
think, I cannot conclude this more properly 


than in the Words of the Preface to the | 


old Scots Conſeſſion of Faith, *----Proteſt- k 


ing, That if any Man will note in this | 
«© our Confeſſion, any Article or Sentence | 
«© repugning to God's holy Word, that it | 
« would pleaſe him, of his Gentleneſs, and | 
“ for Chriſtian Charity's Sake, admoniſh us | 


« of the ſame in writing; and we, upon | 
« our Honours and Fidelity, do promiſe | 
« unto him Satisfaction from the Mouth] 
of God, (that is, from his holy Scripture) þ 
“ or elſe Refemation of that which he ſhall þ 


& prove to be amiſs: For we take God to] 


record in our Conſciences, that from our 
& Hearts, we abhor all Sects of Hereſy, and 
4e all Teachers of erroneous Doctrine, Sc. 
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| Follows ſome G from Authors 
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who ar? for PRESBYTERY in its 
Claffical and National Form. 


WW 5 the Chriſtian Religion, Book 4. 
s Chap. 1. and 62d. 11. © For 


8 
s that we ſhould not be deceiy'd 


3 CC 
4 
4 


under the Title of the Church, 


every Congregation, that pretendeth the 
Name of the Church, muſt be examin'd 


by that Manner of Trial, as by a Touch- 


ſtone, if it have in the Word and Sacra- 
ments the Order appointed by the Lord, 
it will not deceive us, let us boldly yield 
unto it the Honour due to Churches. 


Seck. 15. For it ought not to ſtand in 


the Choice of every particular Man, who 
to be received and who to be rejected; 


the Knowledge hereof belongeth to the 


whole Church, which Knowledge cannot 

be had without lawful Order, as hereaf- 

ter ſhall be thewed more at large, I Cor. 

xi. 29. 

« Chap. 10. Seck. 1. This one Thing 1 

earneſtly hold, That there ought no Ne- 
« cellity 


John Calvin his Inflitutions of 


I 
q* 
* 
1 
. 
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( 3 3 
ceſſity to be laid upon Conſciences in thoſe 
Things wherein they are made free by 
Chriſt, and unleſs they be made free, as 
we have before taught, they cannot reſt 
with God, they muſt acknowledge one 
only King Chriſt, their Deliverer, and be 
govern'd by one Law of Liberty, even 
the holy Word of the Goſpel, if they will 
keep ſtill the Grace which they have 


* obtain'd in Chriſt, they muſt be holden 
with no Bondage, and bound with no 


Bonds. | : 
« Set. 21. For I deny that the Apoſtles 
did there inſtitute or decree any new Thing, 


which is caſy to be prov'd by a ſtrong 


Reaſon ; for whereas Peter in the Coun- 
cil pronounceth, That God is tempted if a 
Yoke be laid upon the Necks of the Diſ- 
ciples, he doth himſelf overthrow his] 
own Sentence, if he afterwards conſent to | 
have any Yoke laid upon them; but | 
there is a Yoke laid, if the Apoſtles do | 
decree, of their own Authority, that the] 
_ Gentiles ſhould be forbidden, that they 
ſhould not touch Things offered to Idols, 
Sc. But yet they preſcribe ſome certain | 
Things that is, they teach and appoint ſo | 
far as was expedient for the Time, by what | 
Things they might run into the Offence | 


of their Brethren, that they might be- 
| | : | ” ware 
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THT 
ware of theſe Things, but they add no 
new Thing of their own to the eternal 
Law of God, which forbiddeth the of- 
fending of Brethren. | 
« Chap. 11. Seff. 1. For this Tower, of 


\ which we now ſpeak, hangeth wholly upon 


the Keys which Chriſt gave to the Church 
in the 18th Chapter of Matthew, where 
he commandeth, that they ſhould be 


ſharply admoniſh'd in the Name of the 


whole Church, that have deſpiſed private 
Monitions : Wherefore, unleſs we will 
make void the Promiſe of the Keys, and 
take utterly away Excommunications; fo- 
lemn Monitions, and all ſuch Things, 
whatſoever they be, we muſt needs give to 
the Church ſome Juriſdiction. Let the 


Reader mark, that Place intreateth not of 


general Authority of Doctrine, as in the 


16th Chapter of Matthew, and 21ſt of 


John, but that the Power of the Syna- 
gogue is, for the Time to come, transfer- 
red to the Flock of Chrift. 

« ect. 2. But herein they differ, that 


the firſt Place peculiarly belongeth to 


preaching, which the Miniſters of the 
Word do execute, this latter Place to 
the Diſcipline of Excommunication, which 
is committed to the Church: Therefore, 
that no Man ſhould obſtinately ke 
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( 39 13 
the Judgment of the Church, or little 
Regard, that he is condemned by the 
conſenting Voices of the faithful, the 
Lord teſtifieth, that ſuch Judgment of the 
faithful is nothing elſe but a publiſhing 
of his own Sentence, and that whatſoc- 
ver they do on Earth is confirmed in 
Heaven; for they have the Word of God, 
whereby they may condemn the perverſe; 
they have the Word of God, whereby 
they may receive the Repentant into 


© > NG 
Firſt Book of Diſcipline of the Church 


of Scotland, Page 52. If the Perſon ma- 
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“ lign, the next Day of publick Aſſembly 
the Crime and the Perſon muſt be both 
notified unto the Kirk,and their Judgment 
muſt be required, if that ſuch Crimes 


ought to be ſufter'd unpuniſh'd amongſt | 


them.----But if no Man ſignify his Re- 
entance, then ought he to be excommu- 


nicated ; and by the Mouth of the Mi- 


niſter, and Conſent of the Miniſtery, and 
Commandment of the Kirk, muſt ſuch a 


Contemner be pronounced excommuni- 
cate from God, and from all Society ON | 


the Kirk. 


« Page 54. Then may the Miniſter com- 


fort him with God's infallible Promiſes,, 


and demand of the Kirk, if they be con-] 
i tent] 


«EY 
« tent to receive that Creature of God 
© (whom Satan before had drawn in his 
«© Nets) in the Society of their Body, ſe- 
“ ing that he hath declared himſelf peni- 
« tent; Which if the Kirk grant, as they. 
« cannot juſtly deny the fame, the Mini- 
* ſter ought to exhort the Kirk to receive 
« that penitent Brother in their Favours, 
© as they require God to receive themſelyes 
“ when they offend.” 

Out of the Grand Debate. In the Pro- 
poſitions anent Presbyterial Government it 
is ſaid, © Whether theſe Congregations (vir. 
«in Teruſalem) were fixed or not fixed, 
in regard of Officers or Members, it is 
en one as to the Truth of the Propoſi- 
"* ron” | 

Page 5. of the Anſwers to the Objections 
by the diſſenting Brethren to the Propoſiti- 
on of many Congregations being under one 
Presbyterial Government, © Where fir/t in 
« general we note, That they have framed 
„this Argument only againft the joining 
Jof theſe many Congregations into one 
* Presbyterial Government, who have all 


| © their Officers fixt, which is not our Pro- 
| © poſition, nor was our Inſtance brought 
Sox to prove 1t. 


Page 10. So we ſay, the Flders receive 


| their Power and Commiſſion for the whole 


E 2 “ Church 


ec 36 } 
Church of Chriſt, and may exerciſe it 
& where-ever they have a Call, and no 
„where without a Call, and the mutual 
“ Aſſent and Agreement of the Perſons a- 
* mong whom, and to whom they ſhould 
« exerciſe it, is the  proximum fundamen- 
* tum hujus exercitii.” 
Mr. Hudſon his Eſſence and Unity of the 
Church Catholick viſible, Page 129. © Such 


A an univerſal Church Chriſt never ordain- | 
4 0 ed, to whom the extraordinary Care of all © 
U © the Churches was committed; nor that 
* all the whole Church was ſubjected 5 
= © one ſupreme Tribunal of Officers, con- 
( ſtantly erected and continued among 
c them. ; 
170 « Page 159. Presbyteries, or Claſſes, is | © 
(„ ſaid to be made up of the Elders of par- 
4. ticular Congregations conveen'd toge- 

([ ther, without any Delegation. f 
[5 * Page 161, That Meetings of Dele- | © 
= 0 gates from different Parts of the Church, | © 
is but occaſional, and pro tempore. 1 
. “ Page 201. It is granted, that Synods |} © 
iſ! * have only Right to tranſact Affairs of 5 
common Concernment to the Church. 2 
Mir. George Gilleſpie, his Aaron's R 
I GUlofſoming, P. 400 and 401. It is a good 2 
I” © Obſervation of Luther, in the 16th Chap- | © 


i ter of Matthew, Chriſt begins 15 = 
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« his Diſciples, Whom ſay ye that I am? 


and he endeth with one, Unto thee will 
I give, Kc. In the 18th "of | Matthew. he 


© begins with one, F thy Brother treſpaſs 
againſt thee, &c. and he endeth with all, 
Whatſoever ye bind on Earth, &c. whence 


he concludeth, that in both theſe Places 
what is ſaid to one is ſaid to all of them, 


« Page 425. When Paul ſaith, We being 


e many, are one Bread and one Body „ for 


we are all Partakers of that one „ 


he ſpeaketh of the Communion of Saints, 


and the Word all can be of no larger 
Extent than viſible Saints, to whom the 
Epiſtle is directed, and cannot be applied 
to viſible Workers of Iniquity, who con- 


tinue impenitent and obſtinate in ſo do- 


ing. 
« Page 107, Let it be remembred that 
I have proven already from _ 13. 1, 
16. 1 23. 13. That 
the People of God are defiled 5 Com- 
munion and Fellowſhip with ſcandalous 
Sinners. In the ſecond Place conſider 
that Prophecy, Iſaiah 52. v 1. Put an 
thy beautiful Garments, O Jeruſalem, 


the holy City, for henceforth there Hall 


10 more come into thee the uncircumciſed 
and the unclean ; That whole Chapter 
X ns « 1g 


= 


& 
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is a Prophecy concerning the Condition 
of the Church in the New Teſtament. 


Page 406. Becauſe the Elders act in 
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all Matters of Importance, ſo as they 
carry alongſt with them the Knowledge 
and Conſent of the Church, and there- 
fore, according to Salmeron his Obſerva- 


tion, Tom. 4 Trat 9. Chriſt would not 


ſay, Tell the Officers or Rulers of the 
Church, but tell the Church ; becauſe 


an obſtinate Offender 1s not to be excom- 


municated ſecretly or in a Corner, but 
with the Knowledge and Conſent of the 
whole Church. 

Do Mr. Gilleſpie his Aﬀertion of the 


Government of the Church of Scotland, 
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page 95. © Since the Reformation, which 


Luther began, it was eyer maintained by 
the Proteſtant Writers, that not the Mi- 
niſters of the Word alone, but ſome of 
all Sorts among Chriſtians, onght to haye 
deciſive Voices in Councils.” 

« P. 90. The Brethren, that is, the whole 
Church, heard the Diſpute, and conſent- 
ed to the Decrces. Acts 15. 21, 22, 23. 

«Paz 115, 116. 2 . 6. Where 
the Apoſtle ſpeaking of the Cenſure of 
that inceſtuous Man, faith not that it was 
inflicted UT TwV TAVTHW but uni v AE, 


not by all; but by many he was Jadg” 
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ed, and ſentenced by thoſe e e, that 
is, by the Paſtors and Elders of Corinth; 
howbeit, the Execution, and final Act of 
that high Cenſure, was to be with the 
Conſent, and in the Preſence of the Con- 
gregation. 

« Page 144. Now, touching the 3d 
Propoſition, no Man who underſtandeth, 
will imagine, that the Multitude of Chri- 
ſtians, within one of theſe great Cities, 
was divided into as many Pariſhes as there 
were meeting Places for Worſhip. It is a 
Point of Controverſy who did begin the 
Diviſion of Pariſnes; but, whoſoever it 
was, Whether Evariſtus or Hyginus, or 


« Dionyſus, certain it is, that it was not 


ſo from the Beginning, T mean, in the 
Days of the Apoſtles.” 
Mr. Jolm Paget his Defence of Church 


Government exerciſed in Presbyterial, Claſ= 
ſical, and Synodical Aſſemblies. 
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Page 2. By that which is ſaid, it may 
appear, that the Queſtion is not, whe- 
ther the Power of the Keys be given to 
the Church, or whether the Power of 
Excommunication be in the Body of the 
Church, or whether Church Government 
ought to be with the Peoples free Con- 
ſent, Sc. All this may be granted, and 
yet the Point of Controyerſy remain un- 

decided; 
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& decided; but the Difference is about the 
« Execution and judicial Exerciſe of this 


K- 


Power, whether every Offence to be 


« judged, or Cauſe to be determined, ought 


4 to be brought to the Multitude, or Body 


of the Congregation, and they to give 
their Voices therein, together with the 
Officers of the Church; or, whether th 
Officers, being choſen with the publick 
Knowledge and free Conſent of the 
Church, have not, by Virtue of their 
Calling, Power to hear and judge Mat- 
ters. to rebuke and cenſure Offenders, 
without the Advice of the Multitude ; 
yet ſo, that, in Matters of greater Im- 

rtance, and more publick Concernment, 
as Admiſſions, Excommunications, and 
Abſolutions of Members, Election and 
Depoſitions of Officers, Sc. the Caſe be 
made known and determined with the 
free Conſent of the People, according to 
the Practice above-written; the former 
of theſe is denied, the latter affirmed and 
maintained in the enſuing Diſcourſe. 
« Page 60. IT is the Ordinance of GO 
in the New Teſtament, 1 Cor. v. and ac- 


cordingly the Practice of the reformed 
Churches in theſe Countries, that the 


more weighty Affairs, and Cenſure of 


the Church, ſhould not be adminiſtred 
| * without 


=" 9 
without the Knowledge and Conſent of | 
the Body of the Church; fo that none is 
either received for a Member of the 
Church, or caſt out by Excommunication, 
bat they do firſt tell the Church; even the 
whole Congregation is ſolemnly and pub- 
lickly acquainted therewith, and Liberty 
granted unto them to ſhew their Aſſent 
or Diſſent therein.” 

Old Scots Confeſſion, Art. 18. Line 35. 
Whereſoever then theſe ſormer Notes are 
ſeen, and of any Time continue, (be the 
Number never ſo few, about two or three) 
there, without all Doubt, is the true 
Church of Chriſt, who, according to his 
Promiſe, is in the midſ of them; not that 
univerſal, of which we have before ſpoken, 
but particular, ſuch as were in Corimthus, 
Galatia, Epheſus, and other Places where- 
in the Miniſtry was planted by Paul, and 
and were of himſelf named the Churches 
F God, and ſuch Churches we the Inha- 


* bitants of the Realm of Scotland, Pro- 
feſſors of Chriſt Jeſus, profeſs ourſelves 


to have, in our Cities and Towns, Sc.“ 


Dir effory by the Weſtminſter Aſſembly, 


in the Article of Synoarcal Afſemblics, Col- 
leition, &c. P. 123. © The Scripture doth 


cc 


hold forth another Sort of Aſſemblies, 


4 for the Government of the Church, ig 
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If . 1 des Claſſical and Congregational aft 
„ which we-call ſynodical, As xv. Pa- 


© ftors and Teachers; and other Church- 


4e. Governors, as alſo other fit Perſons, whey 
« 17 hall be deem d expedient, are Mem- 


« bers of thoſe Aſemblies, which We Veal 


< ſynodical, Wc. 
bid. Article of the Chutch, Page 114. 


„ Particular Churches in the primitive Times 


„were made up of viſible Saints, vis: of 
“ ſach as, being of Age, profeſſed Faith in 
< Chriſt, and Obedience unto Chriſt, ac- 


* cording to the Rule of Faith and Liſe 
= Me by Chriſt and his W and 


* of their Children.“ 


